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Dear Members of the ISEM, 

 We are approaching the 15th ISEM Congress, our friend Mihai Oltean 

with his team are going to organize at the end of August in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

It will be another very good opportunity for all of us to meet one other once 

again and to share our experiences and researches with colleagues coming from 

different fields of interest. The topics embrace a wide group of items including 

basic research in microsurgery, transplantation, cardiovascular metabolic aspects, 

cancer, drugs and translational clinical applications involving lymphatic, plastic 

and experimental surgery and also subjects regarding training, education and tis-

sue engineering. This event will certainly give the opportunity to the youngest to 

pick some points to enforce their ongoing research and/or to establish a new one 

supported by their one experience and the aid of their one Masters.  

 The Society, as you well know, has worked a lot on the constitution of 

Committees (Scientific, Educational and Membership Committees) that, together with the ISEM website, has 

contributed to the development of the Society and to stimulate the interest in our Society by other scientifically 

near societies.  

 The Society has always tried to support young researchers by different prizes and awards and this has 

stimulated their participation in our congresses to present and discuss their studies.  

 I look forward to meeting you all again in Gothenburg!  

Dr. Francesco Boccardo 
ISEM President 

 The Executive Council of ISEM calls upon the members to sub-

mit nominations for President Elect, Secretary General and 2 counci-

lors.  

 The candidate for the position of President Elect must have 

been ISEM member for at least four years whereas the candidate for 

the position of Secretary General must have been ISEM member for at 

least two years. 

 The candidate for each position should provide the names of 

two voting members supporting the candidature, along with a five-line 

summary (around 100 words) of the nominee's curriculum vitae and the 

nominee's acceptance to stand for election. Nominations (including self

-nominations) are accepted from all ISEM members in good standing 

and should be submitted to the Secretary General by April 15th.   

Message from the President 

 PRESIDENT ELECT   

 SECRETARY GENERAL 

 COUNCILLORS (2) 

Spring: a lovely reminder of how beautiful change can truly be.  

-  Unknown 
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Dear Colleagues and Friends,  
 In less than six months it will be time for yet another “family reunion”, as 

many of us fondly call the biannual ISEM congress. This major event in the life 

of our Society is, like in other any professional society, the best opportunity of 

summing up, launching projects, renewing plans and gazing towards the future.  

Ahead of that, another landmark awaits the members of ISEM, which will be in-

vited to elect their President-Elect and the Secretary General for the 2020-2022 

term.  ISEM will move on towards a more transparent and inclusive type of or-

ganisation where involvement and loyalty towards ISEM should be treasured and 

promoted throughout the entire membership.  

 Besides the two key positions announced in the Executive Board, elec-

tions will be held for two councillor positions (2020-2026), opened to all full ISEM members in good stand-

ing (see conditions in the announcement).  These positions can be sought by ISEM members with at least 2 

years of membership. The individuals elected in these positions will be in charge of shaping the future of 

ISEM and are expected to strengthen its international profile. Please read the call for nominations in this is-

sue and take action: you can really make a difference! 

Dr. Mihai Oltean 
Editor in chief 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Editor’s corner 

ISEM2020 Congress update  

 The members of the ISEM 2020 Local Organizing Committee would like to share some plans and 

thoughts about the next Society congress. We plan for a workshop in Transplant Immunology with focus on 

the recent translational progress. This workshop will be 

chaired by Professor Martin Rumbo from Universidad 

Nacional de La Plata (Argentina) and Dr. Francisco Her-

nandez Oliveros (Hospital La Paz, Madr id, Spain) and 

will feature several leading experts in their respective areas.  

 Similarly with the previous congresses, ISEM 2020 

will aim to attract and encourage junior investigators to at-

tend this influential event. Besides the traditional Robert 

Zhong Award open to young ISEM members and discount-

ed registration fees for undergraduate students, ISEM 2020 

will also reward high quality contributions from young in-

vestigators through several Best Abstract Awards.  

 We are all very concerned about the global corona-

virus outbreak affecting increasingly many parts of the 

world. We are following closely the developments and de-

cisions taken by the local and international authorities as 

well as the stance of other scientific societies. We believe 

the personal health and a safety are paramount and no one 

should expose himself or herself to undue risks. At the 

same time, we are trying to make rational decisions and not 

succumb to the panic and infodemic as well as avoiding a 

significant economic loss. The three options the LOC cur-

rently has are continuing with the initial plans, postponing 

the congress or cancelling it altogether – and a decision will 

be taken together with the ISEM board in late May. Regardless of the decision, abstract submissions will be 

critical as an indicator about the interest and the volume of the meeting and will be an important factor in the 

decision.  
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  With all these in mind we would like suggest 

to all those planning to attend ISEM 2020 to wait with 

the bookings until the end of May as well as consider-

ing a cancellation insurance when purchasing the trav-

el tickets.  

 We send you all our warmest thoughts and 

best wishes and look forward to welcoming you all!  

The ISEM2020 Local Organizing Committee 

 

 

Member Benefits 
 Become a part of global network of microsurgeons and researchers 

 Reduced registration fees for ISEM meetings 

 Discounted rates at ISEM-accredited courses & educational activities 

 Voting rights and the opportunity to serve on ISEM committees 

 Continuing Medical Education (CME) & online videos on surgical techniques, lectures and webinars 

 Regular updates on ISEM initiatives and activities 

 Consulting services and expert networking 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Membership committee  

 The Executive Committee announces the 

launch of the Membership Committee. The main 

tasks of this committee are to provide assistance 

with communication with the membership includ-

ing the Newsletter as well as working together 

with the ISEM Treasurer to maintain an updated 

membership contact list, to ensure a dialogue 

within the ISEM members from the same country 

and and facilitate the collection of the member-

ship fees. Preference will be given to ISEM mem-

bers with two years of active membership and we 

will aim to have broad geographic coverage.       

Dr. Mathias Johan Clarysse 

PhD candidate - Abdominal Transplant  Surgery , Cath-

olic University of Leuven, Belgium 

 

Dr. John Söfteland, MD, PhD  

The Transplant Institute, Sahlgrenska University Hospi-

tal, Gothenburg, Sweden.  

2020 

Please Mark these dates: 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION OPENS  

January 6th, 2020 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION CLOSES 

March 30th, 2020 

NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE  

May 15th, 2020 

REGISTRATION OPENS  

March 1st , 2020 
Gothenburg ‘s spring 
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Gothenburg, in 2019…  

  

 It is a great pleasure for me to write this short report about my productive stay at the Laboratory for 

Transplantation Biology and Regenerative Medicine at Sahlgrenska University Hospital and my fantastic ex-

perience in the city of Gothenburg during 2019.  I had the opportunity to learn and do many things I never 

thought I will learn as a surgeon, such as cutting and staining histology slides as well as evaluating microsco-

py and immunohistochemistry preparations. Sometimes the activities in the lab appeared to be so boring but 

overall it was a useful and unforgettable experience. I have been involved in research projects related to intes-

tinal preservation and transplantation, resulting in a coauthorship on a scientific paper.  

 My stay in Gothenburg is very important as it confirms the feasibility of the concept of networking 

within the ISEM, where collaboration represents the deep sense and spirit of our society. However, I experi-

enced all four seasons (it is not so frequent nowadays) in Sweden, sometimes in the same week. Even if I was 

kept awfully busy in the lab by Mihai 

and his coworkers, I managed to spent 

some time to visit the most beautiful 

and attractive touristic sites in Sweden 

and Denmark during my freetime. I’m 

thoroughly satisfied and grateful to 

Mihai and its team of collaborators for 

giving me this big opportunity to share 

our experiences and I hope that there 

will be other occasions for collabora-

tion.  

As Mihai told me in different moments, 

I was and felt always welcome in his 

Lab and I can consider it as my second 

lab. As such, I would like to transmit 

this spirit to all young researchers like 

me to do these experiences and 

for seniors to boost many other 

working collaborations within 

our small, but with big ideas, 

Society.  

Many thanks.  

 

 

… and as surgeon-tourist  

My time as surgeon-scientist…  

By  Antonio Pesce 
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      Here, we would like to introduce our educational 

activity of ISEM Japan and development of novel 

high-resolution (4K) three-dimensional (3D) video 

system which could lead to the new concept “Micro- 

and Macro- Borderless Surgery (MMBS)”.  

 

I. Educational activity of ISEM Japan 

For the purpose of promotion of the basic research 

using microsurgical training, we started the microsur-

gical seminars from April 2015. Afterwards, we have 

held microsurgical seminars for 11 times (Fig.1) using 

artificial blood vessel (Fig. 2A) (Sunarrow Limited, 

Niigata, Japan) under the concept of "no live animals 

for practice". A video of vascular anastomosis was 

delivered to the students via website before the micro-

surgical seminar. The hands-on seminars were per-

formed in the form of an exercise in which artificial 

blood vessels were anastomosis using a microscope. 

The participants sutured it under bench microscopes. 

After the seminar, we evaluated the anastomosis su-

tured by the participants and had a competition re-

garding the patency and leakage; (1) water-proof test 

(2) check the knot from inside and out-side (Fig. 2B). 

A total of 239 participants from all over Japan attend-

ed our microsurgical seminars. Most of them were 

young surgeons under 35 years old. The competition 

was held with 89 participants using 2mm artificial 

vessels and 9-0 sutures (Asflex, Crownjun, Tokyo, 

Japan) which matched the pediatric living-donor liver 

transplantation setting. The median score (total 9 

points) was 4 point (0-9 points). No relation was seen 

between the years of surgical experience and the 

score. However, the participant who attended our 

hands-on seminar more than 4-times got better scores 

(6.5 vs. 3.5 points, p=0.0024). Through our hands-on 

seminar using artificial vessels, young surgeon could 

improve technique and motivation for the microsur-

gery. 

 

 

 

 

 

      Report from ISEM Japan 
 
 

Shintaro Yagi, Shinji Uemoto, Eiji Kobayashi 
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II. Development of novel concept of surgery using 3D4K microscope 

 The use of laparoscopic and robot-assisted surgeries has been on the rise in gastrointestinal and tho-

racic surgery by the turn of the third millennium, enabling young surgeons to adapt to indirect surgeries with 

their “heads-up”. However, these indirect operations using laparoscopy or robots could not be applicable to 

microsurgery because of a lack of fine surgical equipment as well as of haptic perception in the setting of the 

minimally invasive access. We 

advocate the micro- and macro-

borderless surgery (MMBS) us-

ing a 4K-3D video system named 

“HawkSight” (Fig. 3). The oper-

ator and assistants could share 

the same field of view in heads-

up surgery (Fig. 3A), which 

would be also suitable for surgi-

cal education. Moreover, the fo-

cal depth was deep enough not to 

be disturbed by pulsing blood 

vessels or respiratory movement. 

Circulation of the re-perfused 

organ after anastomosis can be 

evaluated by a 4K-3D video sys-

tem with indocyanine green fluo-

rescence (Fig. 3B). The details 

will be presented in ISEM2020 

in Sweden. This project was supported by the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (grant 

no. 19he1302014j0002) in collaboration with Mitaka Kohki and Panasonic Ltd (Fig. 3D). 

  

 

 


